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CX^UNOL CHAMBER 

Wednesday, July 15, 1903 

/^RDEIRED : That Francis Hurtubis, Jr., Privake Secretary 
^^ to Hit ExceDency the Governor, be audiorized to edit 



and publish a report of the proceedings incident to the erec- 
tion, unveiling and dedication of the equestrian statue of Major 
General Joseph Hooker, the expense attending the same to 
be paid out of the appropriation authorized by chapter forty- 
four of the Resolves of the year nineteen hundred and three. 

A true copy. 

Attest: 

Edward F. Hamlin, 

Execiitiv« Secretaiy 
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INTRODUCTION 

has been apdy said that we do not erect 
monuments to men that we may not forget 
them» but because we cannot forget them. 
From time immemorial all races in all stages of civ- 
ilization have entertained respect for the dead. It is 
a universal sentiment, founded upon admiration for 
the character or deeds of the departed* It is a 
noble sentiment, for it keeps alive the memory of 
those beloved, and incites the building of imperish- 
able memorials which serve as an inspiration for the 
living. 

It is in obedience to this sentiment that the people 
of Massachusetts, through their representatives in the 
General G>urt of the year 1896, resolved that there 
be paid out of the treasury of the Commonwealth, 
to be expended under the direction of the Governor 
and Council, a sum not exceeding fifty thousand dol- 
lars, for the purpose of erecting in Massachusetts an 
equestrian statue, in bronze, of the brave and distin- 
guished soldier of the Union, Major General Joseph 
Hooker. 



DEDICATION OF HOOKER STATUE 

'■*''******** In compliance with the provisions of that Resohre 
(chapter forty-three of the Resolves of the year 
eighteen hundred and nmety-six), it was voted by the 
Governor and G>uncil« on January fifth, eighteen hun- 
dred and ninety-eighty that Messrs. Daniel Chester 
French and Edward C. Potter be authorized to 
produce a full-sized model of an equestrian statue 
of Major General Joseph Hooker, subject to the 
approval of the Governor and Council when com- 
pleted. Accordingly on March thirtieth, eighteen 
hundred and ninety-eight, an agreement was entered 
into between the Commonwealth and Messrs. French 
and Potter, for the creation and erection of the 
statue. 

During the month of August, nmeteen hundred and 
two, the model of the equestrian statue was submitted 
to the Governor and Council for their inspection, and 
was by than af^roved on the twenty-seventh of that 
month. 

In November of the same year, Messrs. Norcross 
Brothers, of Worcester, Massachusetts, were authorized 
by the Governor and Council to provide a pedestal 
for the Hooker statue, and Messrs. Brite and Bacon, 
of New York city, were selected as the architects of 
the pedestal 
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The pedestal, which is fourteen feet in height, is I«<«>A»c!ion 
built of granite, quarried at Stony Creek, G>nnecticut 
The blocks of which it is constructed vary in size 
from six to twelve feet in length, averaging two feet 
in height, the bottom course being ten feet eleven 
inches in width by nineteen feet seven inches in 
length. The main die of the pedestal is six feet six 
inches wide by fifteen feet two inches long. Upon 
the front of the pedestal is carved a shield, with 
a wreath of laurel leaves around it In the shield 
is inserted a bronze copy of the Coat of Arms of 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, modeled by 
Daniel Chester French. Upon the rear of this die 
is placed a bronze tablet recording the military his« 
tory of General Hooker. The bronze tablet was 
executed by Messrs. Shreve, Crump & Low, of 
Boston. The cap of the main die, or pedestal, is 
composed of a plain cornice, supported by a modi- 
fied bracket course of slight projection, with guttae, 
or drops, on its under side. Above this main die 
is placed the pedestal, immediately underneath the 
bronze statue, four feet eight inches in width on the 
front and thirteen feet four inches in length. Upon 
the front of this is inserted bronze letters forming the 
word HOOKER. These bronze letters are fitted 
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>"*«*«=*»» into the granite, which is first cut out to receive them, 
with bronze pins extending well into the material. 
The finish upon the surface of the granite is what 
is known as ''rubbed** surface, which brings out all 
the color of the granite without giving gloss. The 
statue, which is the joint creation of Messrs. French 
and Potter, is fifteen feet high from the plinth to the 
top of the head of the rider. It was cast in bronze 
by the Bonney-Bonnard Company of New York. It 
is supposed to represent General Hooker surveying 
a battlefield from an eminence. 

The horse, which is the work of Mr. Potter, is a 
very spirited looking and highly vitalized animal It 
does not derive its life-Eke energy and spirit from any 
meretricious device of attitude, for it is not prancing, 
nor is it lifting one foot from the ground. It is 
standing, yet not motionless. In viewing it, one can* 
not but feel that there is in the animal the potency 
of speed, endurance and steadiness. His head is 
superb. It is full of nerve, expression and quality. 
Looking at the horse from any point of view, it is 
magnetic — thrilling with life. 

In his portrayal of Hooker, Mr. French has dis- 
played ability equal to that of his associate. He does 
not typify Hooker as a conqueror, egotistically exulting 
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in victory; he has rather symbolized in his figure the In«»A«««« 
thought of staunch and abiding devotion to a cause, 
a devotion which counts no cost, never wavers, in 
defeat or in triumph is equally steady and loyal — die 
ideal of soldierly fidelity. 

In a word, the work commends itself for its dignity 
and spirit There is a unity of purpose and feeling 
in the group, a fine relationship between the man 
and the horse, void of bombast and flourish; it is 
military in sentiment, yet it has none of the unpleasant 
aspects of warfare. 

By a Resolve of the General Court of the year 
nineteen hundred and three, it was provided that there 
be allowed and paid out of the treasury of the Com- 
monwealth, to be expended under the direction of the 
Governor and Council, a sum not exceeding twenty- 
three thousand dollars, for paying the expenses con- 
nected with the dedication of the statue of Major 
General Joseph Hooker, which is to be placed in 
the State House grounds. 

In April nineteen hundred and three. His Elxcel- 
lency the Governor appointed the Lieutenant Gov- 
ernor and the members of the Elxecutive Council a 
committee to make arrangements for the dedication 
of the statue. 
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^"^'^'^o'^otk I-U3 Honor Lieutenant Governor Curtis Guild, Jr., 
was selected as chairman of the general committee, 
while the chaimien of the sub-committees were desig- 
nated as follows: invitations and receptions, Councillor 
David F. Slade; ceremonies and literary exercises^ 
Councillor Arthur A. Maxwell; observation stands 
and decorations. Councillor Jeremiah J. McNamara; 
catering. Councillor David I. Robinson ; parade, Coun«- 
cillor Richard W. Irwin; police and carriages. Coun- 
cillor Walter S. Watson ; transportation. Councillor 
Arthur H. Lowe; printing, Councillor Edwin R. 
Hoag. Captain Isaac P. Gragg, of Boston, was 
appointed Secretary of the conmiittee. 

June twenty-fifth having been determined as the 
day for the dedication of the statue, His Ejccellency 
the Governor issued the following proclamation: 



14 



DEDICATION OF HOOKER STATUE 



Commonwealth of MatMchusettt 

FiiWi iilife DqMOtmeot 

Bortoo, June 22, 1903 
To tbi auxins of 'Boston: 

On Thunday next the Qxnmionwealth is to dedicate a statue htrodiiciioii 
to commemorate the services of Major General Joseph Hooker. \^ Governor 
This monument is erected to indicate the appreciation tfiat Ma»- o9u£i 
sachusetts has not only for the great commander ^^ose name it 
bears, but also for the brave men who represented Massachusetts 
and the cause of the Union in the civil war. Thousands of 
veterans are to visit this city on tfiat day and to join in the 
dedication exercises and in the parade. The state departments 
will be closed. His Honor the Mayor has directed diat ci^ 
hall be closed, and I hereby suggest and eamesdy recommend 
diat simiUr action be taken by our citizens, and tfiat all places 
of business be closed; and tfiat our people emphasize their 
appreciation of the services of the Union soldiers, the living 
and the dead, by making the day in effect a holiday, and by 
fitting decorations throughout the ci^, and eyecially along the 
route of the procession. 

JOHN L BATES 
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^'*'*^*'*^*^ As a mark of respect for the memory of General 
Hooker, the North Atlantic fleet, including the batde- 
ships Indiana and Texas, the historic old Hartford, 
and the torpedo boat destroyers Chauncey, Dale, Bain- 
bridge, Barry and Decatur, under the command of 
Rear Admiral James H. Sands, lay at anchor in 
Boston harbor on the day of the dedication of the 
monument 

June twenty-fifth was a ''gray day;** the atmos- 
phere was moist and chilly. But while the weather 
conditions were not altogether agreeable, they had 
litde, if any, effect in dampening the interest or enthu- 
aasm of the people in the celebration. 

It is estimated that fifteen thousand men, including 
detachments of the army and navy of the United 
States, the entire Massachusetts Volunteer Militia, vet- 
erans of the Mexican, the Gvil and the Spanish wars, 
members of General Hooker*s various commands, rep- 
resentatives of the town of Hadley, the Ancient and 
Honorable Artillery Company, the Boston Fualeer 
Veteran Association, the Boston School Cadet Brigade, 
and other organizations and distinguished guests and citi- 
zens, paraded through the streets of Boston, and were 
greeted at every step by multitudes of citizens lining 
the route. 



16 



DEDICATION OF HOOKER STATUE 

At the request of the G>inmittee of the G>uncil» In^oAidion 
and by the special courtesy of the War Department, 
the colors of General Hooker*8 old regiment, the First 
Artilleiy, U. S. A., were carried in the parade. 

Among the distinguished visitors who rode in car* 
riages in the parade were Lieutenant General Nelson 
A. Miles, Major General Daniel EL Sckles, Major 
General O. O. Howard, Major General Wesley A. 
Merritt, Major General J. R. Brooke, Major General 
Alexander S. Webb, Major General J. C. Brecken- 
ridge. Colonel John G. Buder, Brigadier General N. 
A. M. Dudley, Rear Admiral M. L. Johnson, Rear 
Admiral J. H. Sands, Lieutenant T. P. Magmder, 
Rear Admiral N. M. Dyer, Colonel P. C Pope, 
UJS.M.C., Major General J. L. Chamberlain, Brigadier 
General S. M. Mansfield; Hookers surviving statf offi-* 
cers: Brigadier General J. Dickinson, Brigadier Gen- 
eral P. A. Oliver, Lieutenant Colonel A. S. Austin, 
Major E. H. Pratt, Major R. M. McDowell, Brigadier 
General J. A. Reynolds, Brigadier General G. W. 
Balloch, Lieutenant Colonel C EL Cadwalader, Lieu-* 
tenant Colonel C L. Young, Captain N. Bickford; 
Brigadier General Charles P. Mattocks, Orator; Rev. 
EL A. Horton, Chaplain ; Rev. Arthur Little, Chaplain ; 
Daniel Chester French, Sculptor; Edward C. Potter» 
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Iii''^'^^'''^'^ Sculptor; officers of Massachusetts departments* Medal 
of Honor Legion, and Officers of Society of California 
Pioneers. 

Colonel John L Tiemon, VSA^ commanded the 
United States forces, M^iich acted as an escort to the 
state troops and to the veterans. His Excellency John 
L. Bates, Governor and Commander-in-Oiief, com- 
manded the parade, while Major General \(^lliam A. 
Bancroft, M. V. M., retired. Brigadier General United 
States Volunteers, acted as Grand Marshal of the 
Veterans* Column. 

At nine o'clock A.M., the ceremonies of unveiling 
die statue were held, in the presence of an immo[ise 
and impressive gathering. Near the statue in the State 
House park were massed the members of the Hooker 
brigade, the veterans of the 26di Pennsylvania, cany- 
ing the battle-tom flag flown at Gettjrsburg, and sev- 
eral posts of the Massachusetts Grand Army of the 
RqHiblic 

His Honor Curtis Guild, Jr., chairman of the OHn- 
mittee in charge of the celebration, called the assem- 
blage to order and presented the Rev. Ardiur Little of 
Dorchester, who offered prayer. Upon the conclusion 
of the prayer, the chairman, in behalf of the monument 
committee, briefly narrated the histoiy of the statue and 
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t 

formaUy tendered it to die G>inmonwealdi through its Inuodnctioii 
Chief Magistrate. Joseph Hooker Wood, a grand- 
nephew of General Hooker, loosed the cord that bound 
the flags and veiling, and the beautiful creation of the 
sculptors was revealed amid the cheers of the multitude 
and the blasts of bugles sounding a ma]or-general*s calL 
At the same moment the big guns stationed on the 
Common thundered thirteen times, and the simple 
ceremonies attending the unveiling were completed. 
His Elxcellency the Governor then accqpted the statue 
on behalf of the Commonwealth. 

Punctually at eleven o*clock Colonel John L. Tiemon, 
commanding the Federal forces, ordered the column to 
advance, and one of the largest and most brilliant miHtaiy 
pageants that Boston has witnessed in a generation 
proceeded upon its long marcL The route of the 
parade was through Arlington to Boylston streets, to 
Park Square^ to Columbus avenue, to West Newton 
and to Tremont streets, to Winter, to Summer, to High 
and to Pearl streets, to Post Office Square, to Water» 
to Washington, to School, to Beacon and to Charles 
streets, to the Common. 

When the procession reached the State House, His 
Elxcellency the Governor, mounted upon his handsome 
black horse, accompanied by his entire militaiy statf» 
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Ininxluctioo wheeled into position to review the marching column. 
Brigadier General Dalton occupied the position on the 
Govemor*s left, and the commanding officers of the 
several divisions took positions on his right, in turn, as 
dieir divisions marched past On the Conmion, rations 
were issued to the veterans and to the visiting troops. 
At Faneuil Hall, a special banquet was provided for 
the Hooker veterans. 

At seven o*clock in the evening, exercises in com- 
memoration of the services of General Hooker were 
held in Mechanics* Hall, at which six thousand people 
were present The great hall was beautifuDy deco- 
lated widi red, white and blue bunting, intertwined 
with stars and stripes. Over the stage was a large 
picture of General Hooker, draped with an American 
flag. Around the upper balcony were pictures of Pres- 
ident McKinley, President Roosevelt, General Grant, 
President Harrison, President Arthur, President Lin- 
coln, General Kearny, and Governor Andrew, and 
around the lower balcony, in large gilt letters, were 
chronologically arranged the names of the battles in 
which General Hooker had taken a promment part 
In addition to the interesting progranmie provided 
for the evening, there were four pleasant surprises. 
Three of these were brief addresses by Lieutenant 
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General Miles, Major General Howard, and Major Introdociioo 
General Thomas L« Rosser, who served in the Con- 
federate Army and later in the Union Army in the 
Spanish war. The fourth was the aimouncement by 
His Excellency John L. Bates, chairman of the even* 
ing exercises, that there was in the hall an old 
drum which had been beaten on Lookout Mountain, 
and one who was a drunmier boy in Hooker*s brigade. 
He then presented both to the assemblage. The ^ 
drummer boy, named Welch, was of the old 33rd 
Massachusetts. He beat the assembly on the old drum, 
and was loudly encored. He responded, accompanied 
by a fif er who had served in the Spanish war. 

Shordy after seven o*clodk, the hour scheduled for 
the exercises to begin, an overture, ** Recollections of 
the War,** was performed by the First Corps Cadets 
Band, under the conductorship of Mr. John M. Flock- 
ton. Govemor Bates then advanced to the front of 
the stage and presented the Rev. Edward A. Horton, 
a naval veteran of the Gvil war, who invoked divine 
blessing. 

The prayer was followed by a song, **The Batde 
Cry of Freedom,** by the Grand Army chorus. Colonel 
William M. Olin, conductor. The next feature was 
an impressive assembly of colors. One hundred color- 
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I'>*''°<^«^»n bearers of the Massachusetts Grand Army posts, under 
command of Colonel J. Payson Bradley, marched to 
the stage from the rear of the hall, where they had 
been standing, and, after certain evolutions, ronained 
standing, while Miss Adah Campbell Hussey sang the 
** Star Spangled Banner,** assisted by the Grand Army 
chorus. The color-bearers then deposited their flags 
and marched to the seats at the front of the hall, \^ch 
had been reserved for them. Immediate^ following this. 
Governor Bates introduced Brigadier General Charles P. 
Mattocks, the orator of the occasion. Upon the con- 
clusion of General Mattocks* oration, the Grand Army 
chorus sang ** We Old Boys,** the band played ••Amer- 
ican Airs,** and the exercises closed by the assemblage 
singing *• America.** 
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PRAYER 

BY REVEREND ARTHUR LITTLE 





LMIGHTY GOD, our Heavenly Father, 
in whom we live and move and have 
our being, and from whom all right 
desires proceed, help us as we approach into Thy 
presence, to make sincere confession of all our sins, 
and grateful acknowledgment of all Thy mercies. 
CL^c thank Thee for that loving Providence which 
has led us to this impressive hour. 
CLMost distinctly has Thy guiding hand been seen in 
all the events of our nation's histoiy, from the begin- 
ning until now. And nowheie more signally than in 
the histoiy of this ancient Commonwealth. 
CLThe ground on which we stand is holy ground — 
hallowed by great memories and great deeds, the birth- 
place and cradle of civil and religious freedom, — the 
home of popular government, and the sanctuaiy of 
religion and learning. 

^In obedience to an instinct implanted in our hearts 
by Thee, we meet here this morning to recall the 
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^)^ deeds and honor the memoiy of one of Massachusetts* 
distinguished sons. We devoutly thank Thee, O God» 
for the home In which his childhood and youth were 
spent, for his early devotion of himself to his country's 
service, for his fervid patriotism, for his sagacious leader- 
ship, for his coolness and courage in the hour of battle, 
for his patience and perseverance in the time of disas- 
ter and defeat, for his magnanimity in the hour of 
victory, for his distinguished part in saving the nation ^ 
and establishing peace. For his sake, for our sake, 
for the country's sake, we remember him to-day. 
CLIn order that those qualities which made him a true 
patriot, a gallant soldier, and a noble man may be 
kept alive and reproduced in the lives of coming gen- 
erations, with gratitude to God for such a man, we 
reverently place this statue in this consecrated spot, 
and give it into the custody of this G>mmonwealth. 
Here may it stand, through sunshine and through storm, 
in defiance of the elements, as a fitting memorial of this 
great defender of the nation for centuries to come. 
And, as successive generations of children and youth, 
men and women, look upon this heroic figure, now 
immortalized in bronze, may they recall distinctly the 
causes which constrained this gallant soldier to un- 
sheathe his sword. May they, O God of battles, 
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realize that* while all wars are cruel, and most wars Pnytc 
unjust* sometimes it is only by a resort to amis that 
liberty can be preserved* a nation saved* and lasting 
peace be secured. 

f^Heavenly Father* to Thee we commend the Presi- 
dent of the United States* the Governor of this G>m- 
monwealth* our army and navy* the survivors of the 
War of the Rebellion* and all the citizens of this great 
nation. 

CL^^^y we* henceforth* unitedly and eamesdy labor to 
the end that peace and prosperity may continue* and 
that all the results for which this great soldier and all 
other loyal soldiers fought* during four agonizing and 
bloody years* may be realized and made good to 
every citizen of every color* throughout the length and 
breadth of this great Republic. 
f^Grant us this* we humbly entreat Thee* O God* 
with the forgiveness of all our sins* through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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ADDRESS 

OF HIS HONOR CURTIS GUILD, JR. 

LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR OF MASSACHUSETTS 



a 





^UR Excellency: By chapter 43 of the 
Resolves of 18%, approved March 28 by 
Acting Governor Wolcott, the General 
G>urt of Massachusetts provided for the equestrian 
statue in bronze which we dedicate to-day. The 
details of its construction and location were left by 
this resolve to the Governor and CoundL 

On January 5, 1898, the Council of that year 
selected Daniel C French and Edward C Potter to 
prepare, respectively, the models of man and horse, 
which were later approved by the same Council and 
by Governor Wolcott In the same year, 1898, the 
site for the mcmument was chosen and approved. 

By chapter 44 of the Resolves of the present year, 
approved April 9, 1903, the Governor and Council 
were also placed in charge of the dedication of the 
statue. The Lieutenant Govemor and the members of 
the Council were at once appointed by Your Excel- 
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^^**" lency as a committee to cany the resolve of the Gen- 
era! Court into effect 

As chaimian of that committee, I have the honor to 
report to you the completion and erection of the statue 
on the site selected and prepared by our predecessors 
in accordance with the action of the General Court 

It is further my high privilege on the part of the 
Committee in charge now officially to transfer to you, 
the Chief Magistrate of the Commonwealdi, this mon- 
ument, erected by the people of Massachusetts in mem- 
oiy of the daring and devotion of the leader that 
Massachusetts gave to the amiies of the Union — Major 
General Joseph Hooker. 
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ADDRESS 

OF HIS EXCELLENCY JOHN L. BATES 

GOVERNOR OF MASSACHUSETTS 




|N behalf of the Commonwealth, I accept 
this monument and thank you, m, the 
committee, the artists, and all whose woik 
has contnbuted to the perfection of this noble memodaL 

Joseph Hooker was a descendant of several genera- 
tions of Massachusetts yeomanry. Here he was bom, 
and here he spent his childhood and youth, but the 
breadth of the continent was not too vast a sphere 
for the activities of his manhood. 

Trained in the nation's school of the soldier, he 
was ready to serve her whatever and wherever the 
nation needed him. Early in the great contest for the 
perpetuity of the union he attained distinction, and 
through merit advanced from command to command, 
until he led a vast host — the army of the Potomac 

Never in the rear, but always leading his troops, 
sharing their dangers and beloved by them; always 
seeking the enemy, whedier in the valley or on the 
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Mdt^ mountain, beneadi or above the clouds, self-reliant, re- 
sourceful, intrepid, impetuous, he was a fighter with his 
sword always drawn, a hero of battles, a soldier and 
a patriot 

To his memory, and to the memoiy of the one 
hundred and forty-six thousand, seven hundred and 
thirty brave, true, irresistible men whom this state sent 
forth to engage in that greatest of all conflicts of 
arms, is this monument dedicated. Here, sitting in the 
saddle of bronze, may the commander ever direct the 
attention of the world to the fact that Massachusetts 
does not forget her defenders, and may he order to 
the front in all generations of our citizenship, the best 
impulses, the noblest ideals, the highest traits of 
character. 
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Joe Hcx)ker's Old Brigade 

BY HOLMAN F. DAY 

D \S~ 

T\r 7HO are those men b the old blue coats with the haltmg steps and 
W slow. 

With their old men's cheer and their stem salute (or the statne of Fighting Joe? 
Who are those men with the old slouch hats that are raised by trembling hands* 
As thejr wheel through the press of the bellowing throngi where Hooker's 

ifat wf stands? 
WaYed by the wind are locks of brown, as the gold-barred caps are rraed. 
There are dose-crop p ed curls of Guard and Jack, that the chattering maids 

haTo praised; 
But whose are the locks of grizzled gray, and, touched by the soft June light. 
Whose are the bowed and wavering heads under the locks of while? 
Smart cadets in quickstep trip and men from the wanhqit march. 
Regulars s%viii|^ platoon and file, rigid with martial starch; 
Guard and cavalry, past they tramps a-g)itter with gilt and gold. 
But yirho are the men in the faded garb, tolterini^ gray and old? 
Who? Had yoa stood widi fighting Joe on that black November day 
When Lookout Mountain poured its sheUs and slaughter hdd its sway; 
Had yoa viewed with him those sqa-bumed ranks come wheeling into places 
Perchance beneath the mask of age you'd know a younger faoe^ 
That turning to gaze at Lookout's top saw black Death reeling there. 
And drunken Doom in wild dd>auch toast frenzied, fierce Despair. 
For these are they who marched that day with gallant Fighting Joe, 
These are they who charged that day when Hooker ordered, "Go!" 
These are they mdio stormed that mount — undaunted, cheering crowds 
And fought the fight of all the war^that fight above the clouds. 
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They're old lo-dajr, thor feet are alow, thejr itooible on tiw 

They've leen the gune of war and doAk, its bloodl and leafi» and 

They've leen the laght of victory, the peace their valor earned. 

And on the ranks of figl^ing pay their backs were never tamed. 

Hals otf, then, as they're marrhing byl The Thirty-third is therel 

Hals otf, menl There the Second strides, the beat old shooldeia sqoarel 

What kind of fighlen? Lklen, menl Of diat old Thirty-diird 

That charged up Lookout that hiack day ¥fhen Hooker gave the word. 

Full ninely <lied this side the top, both ofioers and nen — 

And that was the sort of fighting stnf that marched widi Hooker theni 

Then diree times diree as they go byl Stntf of which men are nttde 

b woven in the warp and weft of Hooker's old brigade. 

And ¥dio are they — those soesbre shades — that mass there in the rear> 

Who call OBlo that shape of bronae^ "Our General, we are herel" 

Oh, ¥dio are those not seen by men mdio throng our streets lo-day. 

Poor battered ghosts of bloody field and spectres from the fray> 

The phantoms shoulder side by side with those mdio march aloo^ 

A migh^ army all unseen by careless, cruduag throng; 

But each of war-worn Thirty-third and Second, true and tried, 

ICno%vs that a ghost of comrade dead is marrhing by his side^ 

The statue molded in its brome seems silent, cold and mule; 

But to those ghosts that marrhing oome it gpves the M salute; 

And had you ejfcs that spirito have and had you sense to know 

You'd see those viewrless haste 60S hate to gallant Fighting Joe. 

You'd hear the strains of unseen bands, you'd hear the traa^nng feel; 

So willing at die order, "OMrgel" so slow in the retreat; 

You'd hear the cheen from phantom throate — the cheen that Hooker 

heard 
When Lookout Mountein felt the charge of brave old Thirty-third. 
Huzza, for those who bore the brunt of all that savi^ day. 
Huzza, (or living and for those who cfied there in the fray. 
Huzza, for him whom loyal hearte obeyed widi love and pride; 
And facing all the %voes of war charged up that hill and <liedl 
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They march lo-daj, the tcillered liew; wkh each ihae itndet a gboil* 
Wkh spirit €jtM jrott'd tee the m§u a migh^ moving hoit. 
For on n solemn day like this do live again the dead 
And throng beneath the glorious flag for which thejr fought and Ued; 
And under their great General's eye do wheel in bnve reriew, 
While spirito from the solemn tomb keqp step with war-i¥om few. 
Brave Hooker there in eoeBbre brome bestrides his silent steed. 
Here are the men who did his work in days of bitter need. 
Attention! File rightl Oi %rith haU! Behold the great parade 
Of men and phantoms — they who fought in Hooker's old brigade I 
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The Last Salute to Hodker 

BY STEPHEN OLIN SHERMAN 



IN brMm imiiiortal, and wkh fame tecure. 
The bero on his cliar)Ber nis lo-dajr. 
At ¥fliai ke wkh a oourage tiroiig and mm. 
Faced lenied ranks in bultemui and gray; 
Hit tteadfatt purpote, loyahy and pluck. 

Hit leadenhip wlien fighting men wefe liew. 
The Yankee gril that never yet hat ttnick. 
Entitle him to hooon here anew. 

What field in our great ttrugglet doet not bear, 

Enthrinrd with mighly deedt, hit gloriout name I 
What heart in all the Und diat doet not wear 

Hit Yalor at itt proiideit oriflammel 
In dadft of Contrerat, in Tennettee, 

In Georgia woodt, Virginia't reeking mire^ 
On Lookout Mountain, and confronting Lee, 

Tit flaming forth in linet of fifing fire. 



Now at he ridet hit war tteed ttraight and tall. 

And Yet*rant pait him in their latt reriew. 
They teem to hear the brazen trumpelt call. 

While toundt again the rattling drum*t tattoo; 
They hear the minie whittle^ and the thell, 

Vidoriout thoult along the turging line. 
The booming gunti the loud, defiant yell. 

The thrapnel't crath amid the oak and pine. 
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TIm bufl^ bUm — South Mountem't on once mora^ 

And grizzled men mdio knew their leader well. 
Recall the oath they once to firmly tiwom. 

To foUow hun e*en to the gates of heO; 
They tee the grimy gmmen on the mound. 

Once mors they smell the powder and the smoker 
Again they hear the old familiar sound. 

The nunket's rattle, and the sabre stroke. 

Serene he sits. Ahote the battle's roar. 

He guides it efer with a master hand. 
Regardless of the mrork that is bcf ore. 

His only dioug^ a re un ited land; 
And as he rode at Fair Oaks on the plain, 

Manassas, and Chantilly, Malvern Hill, 
So now he leads his legions once again. 

In spite of yean their old commander still. 



By Rappahannock's swollen tide^ and higher 

Where the old flag triumphant kissed the clouds. 
The frowning Ridge a flaming fringe of fire^ 

With forest leares die soldien* only shrouds; 
And well these names may make the victors cheer. 

Awakening lore for country joined again 
With bands of steel that makes it doubly dear. 

The work of Hooker and his gallant men. 

But some are mined who fought where Kearny <fied» 

And where Aniietam's little church still shows. 
How Lee, Hill, Jackson all our strength defied. 

And held their ground in spite of mighty blows; 
And those now here are aged, beat and grey. 

Beneath the burden of advancing years. 
And Underwood, and Devens — where are they> 

To join with us in these victorious cheers! 
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An iiMpiralioii tkii for futafB tiiDei» 

For gencrationi that are y«t iiiiboni» 
Tho vrriter't pen, the poet wkh hk rhymei* 

And thoie who proudest legends can adorn, 
Af Hooker has his oountiy's glowing page^ 

The paladin who could both fight and plan. 
With heart inspired widi patriotic rage. 

Our proudest boast — A Massachusetts Man. 
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ORDER OF THE PARADE 

MOUNTED POLICE 
UNITED STATES FORCES 

DETACHMENT OP UNITED STATES ARMY 
Colonel JOHN L. TIERNON 

Battalion C>ast Aitinefy, Major Robert H. Patterson (escorU 
ing old colon of Hooker's Regiment) 

Battalion Ninth Infantry, Major Robert J. G Devme 

Twenty-seventh Li^t Field Batteiy, Captain John Omklin 

Squadron Second United States Cavalry, Major Daniel G Pearson 

DETACHMENT OP UNITED STATES NAVY 
Ueutenant Comnuuider JOHN G. QUIMBY 

Battalion United States marines. Captain George G Reid 

lion seamen, U. S. F. S. Texas, Lieutenant Louis M. Nultoa 



Battalion seamen, U. S. S. Indiana and Hartford, 
George R Marvell 
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Order of die MASSACHUSETTS VOLUNTEER MILITIA 

Parade 

Hit Excellency JOHN L. BATES. Governor and Commander-m-aiief 



FIRST BRIGADE 
Brigadier General THOMAS R. MATHEWS 

Second Reginient Infantry, Colonel Embury P. dark 

First Regiment Heavy Artillery, Colonel James A. Fiye 

Sixth Regiment Infantry, Colonel diaries K. Darling 

First Battalion Li^t Artillery, Major Lawrence N. Duchesney 

Company F, Cavaby, Captain J. J. Monahan 

SECOND BRIGADE 
Brigadier General JOPHANUS H. WHITNEY 

Ei^th Regiment Infantry, Colonel William A. Pew, Jr. 
Fifth Regiment Infantry, Colonel William H. Oakes 
Ninth Regiment Infantry, Colonel William H. Donovan 
Battery A, Li^t Artillery, Captain Samuel D. Parker 
First Battalion Cavaby, Major William A. Perrins 
Naval Brigade, Captain George R. H. Buffinton 
First Corps Cadets, Lieutenant Colonel Thomas F. Edmands 
Second Corps Cadets, Major Andrew Fitz 
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VETERANS' COLUMN Order of tlie 

Parade 
Grand Manhal 



Nfajor Goeral WILLIAM A. BANCROFT. M. V. M^ Redrtd 
Brigadier General Uniled States Volunteen 

FIRST DIVISION 
Major W. A. SMITH. U. S. V^ Manhal 

HOOKER'S OLD BRIGADE 
Colonel EDWARD L. BAILEY 

Fint MaMachusetts Volunteer Infantry Association, Major Geo. 
E. Henry 

Eleventh Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry Association, Captain 
William H. Brown 

Sixteenth Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry Association. Major 
Jonas CapeDe 

Second New Hampshire Volunteer Infantry Association. Major 
Frank C Wesley 

Twenty-sixth Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry Association. 
Sergeant Ardiur Montgomery 

Society Army of the Potomac. Major General John R. Brooke, 
U. S. A., retired. President 

Twentieth Army Corps Society, Captain John C Metcalf 

Second Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry Association, Captain 
Wm. H. McAliHne 

Thirty-third Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry Association, Charies 
S. Bennett, President 
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Order of the 
Parade 



DISTINGUISHED GUESTS IN CARRIAGES 
Ueutenant General NELSON A. MILES, U. S. Army 



Major General D. E. Sickles 
Major General O. O. Howard 
Major General Wesley Merritt 
Major General J. R. Brooke 
Major General Alex S. Webb 
Major General J. C Breckenridge 
Colonel John G. Buder 
Brigacfier General N. A. M. Dudley 



Rear Adnural M. L. Johnson 
Rear Adnural J. R Sands 
Tin<manr T. P. Magruder 
Rear Adnural N. M. Dyer ' 
Colonel P. C Pope, U. S. M. C 
Major General J. L. Chamberlain 
Br«Bcfier General S. M. Mansfield 



HOOKER'S SURVIVING STAFF OFFICERS 



BrigKlier General J. Dickinson 
General P. A. Oliver 



Lieutenant Colonel A. S. 
Major E.R Pratt 
Major R. M. McDoweD 



Brigadier General J. A. Reynolds 
Brigadier General C W. BaOoch 
Tifntmant Colonel C E. Cadvralader 
Lieutenant Colonel C L. Young 
Captain N. Bickford 



Brigadier General Charles P. Mattocks* Orator 
Rev. Arthur Lktle^ Chaplain 
Rev. Edward A. Morton, Chaplain 
Daniel C French. Sculptor 
E. C Potter, Sculptor 

Oficcn ci Massachusetts Department, Medal of Honor Legion 
Officers of die Society of California Pioneers 
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SECOND DIVISION Order o( the 

Parade 
Massachusetts Department, Grand Army of the Republic, Gnn- 

mander Dwight O. Judd, Division Marshal 
Right Wing Department, Senior \^ce-Gxmmander Lucius Field 
Left )X^ng Department, Junior Vice-Commander James H. Wolff 

THIRD DIVISION 
Brigadier General MORRIS SCHAFF. Diviaoo Manlial 

General Joseph Hooker Gxnmand, Union Veteran's Union 

Kearsarge Association of Naval Veterans, Admiral Andrew 
Hougjiton 

General R. S. McKenzie Garrison No. 4, Army and Navy 
Union, Commander John Taylor 

Trimountain Garrison No. 98, Regular Army and Navy Union 

Legion of Spanish War Veterans, Junior \^ce-Commander 
Thos. L. Hayes 

Maj. P. J. Grady Camp, National Army and Navy Union — 
Spanish War Veterans, Capt M. J. Mufphy 

Massachusetts Division Sons of Veterans, Commander Orra L. 
Stone 

Robert Gould Shaw Veteran Association, Commander F. G 
Murray 

New England Association of Veterans of the Mexican War, 
in coaches. General S. E. Chamberlain, President 

Delegation from town of Hadl^, Mass. (the birthplace of 
General Hooker) in boat barge 
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Older of tbe FOURTH DIVISION 

Pmde 

CokNiel CHARLES PFAFF. Dmmm Manbal 

Ancient and Honorable Artillery Company of Boston, Colond 
Sidney M. Hedges 

Boston Fusileer Veteran Association, W. J. Gilespie 

Boston School Cadet Brigade (Regimental conunanden alternate 
in commanding the Brigade) 

FtfH Revmem, Tin^wMinr Colonel HaroU B. Croon 
Seoood Rfghnml, Tifntmanl Colonel Wm. J. ShanaliM 
Tkird RegiiDent. Lieutenant Colonel Everett W. Abbott 
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MECHANICS* HALL 



EXERCISES 



AT THB 



Dedication of an Equestrian Statue 



BKBCTBO BT THS 



COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
IN COMMEMORATION OF THE SERVICES 



or 



Maj. Gen. JOSEPH HOOKER. U. S. A. 

mechanics* hall, BOSTON 

June 25. 1903 
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PROGRAM 

Preadbg OiBcer. Hit Ezodlocy JOHN L. BATES 

Overture " RecoUedioiit cf tbe War** 

FIRST CORPS CADETS BAND 
Mr. John M. Plocktoo, Conductor 

Invocation 

RBV. EDWARD A. HORTON 



Beyer 



5ong "Battle-Cry o( Freedom** 

GRAND ARMY CHORUS 



George F, Root 



Assembly of the Colors 

MASSACHUSETTS GRAND ARMY POSTS 

5olo ''Tbe Sur Spu«|ed Banner** Francis Scoti Key 

MISS ADAH CAMPBELL HUSSEY 
Assisted by Grand Army Chorus 

Oration 

GENERAL CHARLES P. MATTOCKS 



5ong "We Old Boyi** 

GRAND ARMY CHORUS 



John Z. Parker 
IPMt s, Ljrnm) 



Band 



M 



Ain' 



Hymn 



•• 



Rev. S. F. Smithy DJ>. 
(All are requested to rise and Join in singing the hynua) 



Mr Cooany I *tif of tbee, 
SwMt land of Libcny, 

Of thee 1 •isg; 
Land where my fatbcn died I 
Land of tbe pilfrimt* pride I 
Prom everr monnuin fide 

Let freedom ring I 



Mr native conatry, tbee. 
Land of tbe noble, free, 

Tbr name I love; 
I lore tbr rockf and rills, 
Tkf woodf and templed bills, 
Mr bean witb laptnra tbrills 

Like tbat above. 



Onr fatben* Godl to Tbee, 
Antbor of libcrtr. 

To Tbee we sine. 
Lone mar onr land be bricbt 
Witb freedom's bolr lifbt. 
Protect ns br Tbr micbt. 

Great Cod, oar Kincl 



FINALE 



64 



<?= 



^ 



& 



OPENING REMARKS 

BY GOVERNOR BATES 
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OPENING REMARKS 

BY GOVERNOR BATES 

\r 

lETElRANS, and friends of the Veterans: 
We have here this evening an old drum. 
It was beaten on Lookout Mountain. We 
have with us one who was a drummer boy in Hook- 
er's brigade. The drummer boy will now beat the 
assembly on the old drum. 
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INVOCATION 

BY REV. EDWARD A. HORTON 

[GHTY GOD, from whom cometh 
every gift, bestow upon us now the 
spirit of reverence and a grateful heart 
^We thank Thee for this goodly land, the home of 
liberty and justice. Thou didst give it to a faithful 
few, and now it teems with millions. For the heroes 
of that noble past, from which our blessings flow, 
we thank Thee. 

^For wise men who guided our affairs through 
trying times to conditions of peace and power, and 
who by their statesmanship made our nation honor** 
able in the earth, we thank Thee. 
^For poets who have sung our country's glories, 
and for eloquent lips that have set forth the ideals^ 
of our people, we thank Thee. 
^Above all, at this moment, we remember with love 
and esteem those valiant ones who sprang to the 
defence of the nation's life, who were bold in face of 
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'"*'''***^ foes, and who counted their Kves as of no account 
in the cause of freedom and union. 
^They are with us now, those departed comrades. 
We feel the inspiration of their devotion, and we are 
comforted by the thought of their immortal valor. 
May their examples never fade from the vision of 
American youth. May their sacrifices always be 
recalled when duty slumbers, or when public virtue 
loses sway. May the perils of our land always be 
turned aside by the patriot*s spirit, kindled to righteous 
service by the power of our great inheritances. 
^Upon the forces of our Republic, on land and 
sea, may Thy blessing rest Let them be representa- 
tives of the people, indeed, protectmg the weak, 
enforcing justice, creating brotherhood. So shall the 
flag we cherish ever bear to all the world the 
message of a free, happy people, whose God is 
the Lord of just battles, and the King of holy peace. 
^This consecration of ourselves we ask, that home 
and church and State may abound with goodness, 
and Thy Kingdom, O God, come to all mankind. 
Amen. 
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^^ ORATION '' 



&- 



BY GENERAL CHARLES P. MATTOCKS 

OF PORTLAND, MAINE 



INTRODUCTION OF GENERAL MATTOCKS 
BY GOVERNOR BATES 

' I 'rilS hour is devoted to great deeds and great men. The 
^ one that is next to address us is a hero of two wars and 
a commander in both. One who was twice brevetted for 
gallantly on the field, he wears a medal of honor won at 
Sailors* CreeL He was a friend of our General Hooker. 
It is with great pleasure that I present to you General Charies 
P. Mattocks as the orator of this occasion. 
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ORATION 

BY GEMRAL CHARLES P. MATTOCKS 

OF PORTLAND, MAINE 






IHEIRE is a voice from the tombs sweeter 
than song; there is a remembrance of 
the dead to which we turn from the 
charm of the living/* To-day many of you look back 
to the trying scenes through which you passed while 
following the good and evil fortunes of the gallant 
soldier in whose honor we have met More than 
two thousand years ago a distinguished writer said, 
'*To have the same likes and the same dislikes is 
the surest bond of friendship/* This may be true of 
a certain kind of friendship — the sentimental kind — 
but those of us who have felt the touch of elbow as 
we rushed on in the mad charge upon a valiant and 
stubborn foe, or watched by the side of a dying 
comrade, and have again and again seen a life im- 
perilled to save another life, have found that to have 
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On&M shared a common clanger in a cause to which our 
lives were pledged is the strongest and most enduring 
bond of friendship, calling forth the highest and best 
sentiments of the human souL To-day, I gazed for 
the first time upon the grand work of the sculptor, 
which is to hand down to future generations the 
lineaments of one, who, in sharing dangers common to 
us all, took to himself the fuDest measure, and, as he 
rode along our lines or led us in the deadly charge, 
was to us the ideal commander. As I stood charmed 
and spell-bound before the beautiful statue, the dial 
iqx>n the clock turned back more than forty years, 
and I saw, not a dumb, lifeless form, chiseled against 
the peaceful sky, but a living, resolute and determined 
general riding upon his panting steed along our lines, 
amidst the cheers of the soldiers — as shot and shell 
and pattering bullets fell around him, inspiring the fire 
of patriotism by his presence — that ideal general — 
that incarnation of soldierly qualities — whose mere 
name was a watchword for brave and gallant deeds 
— General Joseph Hooker. 

When I first saw General Hooker I looked upon 
him with that bHnd and enthusiastic admiration which 
a youthful soldier is apt to have for his superior. 
Now, as I turn my eyes toward the setting sun in 
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life's pathway, and look back and compare the won- Onoioa 
derful militaryr record of General Hooker with that of 
other distinguished soldiers, I feel that the Common- 
wealth of Massachusetts is doing but a simple act of 
justice in causing to be handed down to her future 
sons a fitting and enduring remembrance of one of 
the most illustrious of her children. The men who 
fought with Hooker have naught to say against other 
generals, but they are determined that his militaiy 
record shall go down into history aright He always 
himself declared that, when the true facts of Chancell- 
orsville should be known, history would do him 
justice. It is no place here to discuss the particulars 
of that unsatis^ctory battle, because such a discussion 
would result in bitter and useless controversies, but 
the old soldiers of Hooker desire, I might say, de- 
mand, the privilege of believing in their favorite as an 
ideal general, and as the most distinguished in the 
Gvil War of the many brilliant officers sent to the 
front who could claim Massachusetts as a birthplace. 
For this proud honor we will ever contend, and, 
judging from the liberali^ of the Legislature of Massa- 
chusetts in rendering the present reunion possible, and 
the enthusiasm of this vast audience, I believe we 
shall attain the object of our wishes. 
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Major General Hooker was bom at Hadley, Mass^ 
November 13» 1814» and was of pure Massachusetts 
ancestry, which traces back in the Commonwealth to 
1689. His grandfather served in the French and 
Indian War of 1755, and, as Captain of the Green- 
wich Company of Minute Men of the Revolution, 
marched to Cambridge in April, 1775. He served 
at the siege of Boston, and with the Continentals at 
Morristown, N, J., in the winter of 1776-7. The 
general's mother was Mary Seymour of Hadley, a 
most estimable woman. Joseph was the only son and 
the youngest of four children. 

In 1833 he was appointed a cadet at the U. S. 
Military Academy at West Point, and graduated in 
July, 1837, being twenty-eighth in rank in a class of 
fifty. Like Grant and Sheridan he was not distm- 
guished for high scholarship, but at this early age 
displayed soldierly qualities of a high order. 

Immediately upon graduation he was appointed a 
second lieutenant of artillery and assigned to Company 
F of the 1st regiment, and served in Florida until 
August, 1838, when his regiment was ordered to the 
Maine frontier on account of disputed lines between 
the United States and Great Britam, and for a while 
he was stationed at Portland, where he became a 
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great favorite socially. He is to-day remembered by Omioa 
many of the fomier belles of that ci^ as a handsome 
and attractive yomig officer. After garrison du^ at 
several interior points he was appointed adjutant at 
the Military Academy at West Point, in 1841, and 
adjutant of his regiment five years later, which latter 
position he held until May 11,1 846. 

Upon the breaking out of the war with Mexico 
he was granted leave of absence from his regiment, 
and served upon the staffs of Brigadiers-general Persi- 
fer F. Smith, Thomas L. Hamer, Gideon J. Pillow, 
Caleb Gushing, and Gadwalader. 

As acting assistant adjutant-general upon the staff 
of General Hamer he greatly distinguished himself. 
He was peculiarly fitted for the duties of this posi- 
tion, as he had already served in the Florida War in 
that capaci^. While serving upon the staff he led 
a company of the 9th infantry and a small detach- 
ment from other companies under a heavy fire at the 
National Bridge. 

Upon the reorganization of the army under Scott, 
for the advance upon the ci^ of Mexico, Hooker, 
who had then been made a captain by brevet, was 
transferred to the staff of General Pillow, who then 
commanded a division; and on the final advance to 
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^^'"^ Churubusco was chosen to receive the flag of surren* 
der at the convent 

At the assault upon the rugged heights of Chapul- 
tepee, a forerunner of that greater assault led by him 
at Lookout Mountain, he was among the first to 
pass over the scaling ladder into the Mexican works. 
Pillow says of him, ** Captain Hooker, my adjutant- 
general and chief of my staff, was distinguished 
throughout this action by his activity, energy, and 
gallantry/* In his report to the Secretary of War, 
Scott espedaDy commended young Hooker for his 
distinguished services upon the staffs of Pillow and 
Cadwalader. For his gallant conduct at the assault 
upon the heights of Chapultepec, Hooker received the 
brevet of lieutenant-coloneL He was later transferred 
to the staff of a distinguished Massachusetts soldier. 
General Caleb Cushing. Political and personal quar- 
rels had crept in among the higher officers serving in 
the Mexican War to such an extent that the senior 
generals were relieved from duty and ordered to at- 
tend a Court of Inquiiy at Washington, in June, 1 848. 
The bitterest quarrel of all was that between General 
Pillow and General Scott as to the battle of Con- 
treras, and Hooker's testimony, being fearlessly in favor 
of Pillow and against Scott, created a feeling between 
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himself and General Scott, who had previously so OmiM 
highly commended him* which was never outgrown 
by the old veteran. 

Hooker*s conduct in the Mexican War clearly 
pointed to a future distinguished career should oppor- 
tunity ever offer to him to exercise the wonderful 
qualities which he possessed. His record as com- 
pared with that of others of his age and rank was 
most distinguished. So far as a brief examination of 
the subject has made me familiar with the military 
records of his companions in that brilliant success of 
our army, I find but one name having the credit of 
three brevets for meritorious service and gallantry in 
action, — the name of Joseph Hooker. 

The Mexican War, with its brilliant campaigns and 
our unvarying successes, was a school in which we 
educated for our Gvil War many of our most dis- 
tinguished officers. In the recent war with Spain 
nearly all the officers of high rank received their prac- 
tical training in that great conflict between the North 
and South, serving both for and against our flag, and 
finally, by uniting the followers of Grant and Lee we 
gained in the Spanish War more than has ever been 
accomplished in any war in the same length of time. 
It was not the mere conquering of a foreign foe that 
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^^'"'^ has made the results valuable, but the reuniting of 
two sections in loyalty to a common flag» under 
whose folds we hold with equal honor die names of 
George Dewey and Fitzhugh Lee. Joseph Wheeler* 
and Nelson A. Miles. 

At the close of the Mexican War, Hooker was 
promoted to captain in the first artillery, but declined 
to qualify, and was later assigned as assistant adjutant* 
general of the Pacific division, which took him to 
CaKfomia, where he served in this capacity for about 
two years, when he received a leave of absence for 
two years more, and at the end of that period 
resigned. 

Hooker's resignation was not occasioned by want of 
love of die duties of an active soldier. Brilliant as 
was his career in Mexico while in die face of die 
enemy, he, like many odiers of our young and eneigetic 
officers who served in that war, became tired of the 
duties of garrison life. The prospects of long service 
and slow promotion in die artilleiy arm of die service 
in time of peace did not appeal to his energetic and 
ambitious nature. There were others who pursued die 
same course; in fact, at the breaking out of the Gvil 
War, Bumside was a manufacturer in Rhode Island; 
Grant was a tanner in Illinois; Stonewall Jackson was 
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a teacher of a militaiy academy in Virginia; Shennan Ontioo 
held a similar position in Louisiana, and McQellan had 
become president of a laOroad in New Jersey. Hooker, 
upon resigning from die army, purchased a farm in 
Sonora County, California, and for several years en- 
gaged in the humble but honorable occupation of a 
farmer. 

During two years of this time, however, he was a 
superintendent of military roads in Oregon, and did 
some militaiy surveying. General Halleck was a major- 
general of CaUfomia militia at the same time Hooker 
was a colonel 

Hooker dius lived quietly and unknown in California 
until the beginning of the Civil War. Soon after 
the firing upon Fort Sumter, believing that his previ- 
ous experience might be of service to the government. 
Colonel Hooker proceeded to Washington to tender 
his services to die President The old feeling be- 
tween himself and General Scott at first prevented 
die acceptance of the services. He had actually de- 
spaired of any appointment, and, in this condition, 
called upon President Lincoln, when that oft-repeated 
and now historic dialogue took place. He was in- 
troduced to the President by mistake as "Captain 
Hooker,** but he explained to the President that he 
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•**** had once had the honor of bemg a lieutenant-colonel 
in die United States Aimy^ and that he had hoped 
that he might be of service to the government in its 
hour of need* He said that he had seen the fi{^t at 
Bull Run» and that he believed that he would make 
a better brigadier-general than any the President had 
diere. The President, with that keen instinct v^ch 
always characterized him, at first astounded by the 
boldness of the declaration, soon saw that there was 
in this almost disappointed man sufficient material for 
high command; he said, ''G>lonel, not 'Captain* 
Hooker, stay, I have a regiment for you.** The regi- 
ment turned out to be a brigade, and within a few 
days he was made a brigadier-general of volunteers and 
assigned to a brigade. 

At this veiy time Grant was seeking an appoint- 
ment in vain, and had gladly taken up clerical work 
in connection widi die organization of troops in lUincHS, 
when finally he also attracted attention and was made 
colonel of a regiment 

Immediately upon his a[^intment Hooker discovered 
that Daniel E. ISckles, who had raised five regiments 
in New Yoik for the war, had fed and dodied them 
for more than two mondis, and had brou^t diem to 
a high standard of drill and discipline, was refused a 
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don even as a colonel, because it was* feared, Omioo 
or at least pretended to be feared, by extreme parti- 
sans, that it was dangerous to entrust the conunand of 
Federal troops to an uncompromising Democrat Sickles 
had not then led his corps in die wheat field at 
Gettysburg where he fell, amid leaden hail, from a 
wound that was almost fatal 

Early in *61 Hooker was assigned to the afterwards 
famous 2d division of the 3d corps, then serving 
under Heintzelman. The battle of Williamsburg was 
the first to show to the country the fighting qualities 
of the Army of the Potomac The 1st division of 
the 3d coips was commanded by the gallant Keamy, 
who went down to his death at Chantilly. At Wil- 
liamsburg the 3d corps was baptized in blood, and 
the Third Coips Union, the oldest social organization 
of die Army of the Potomac, holds its anniversaries 
upon the 5th of May, the date of the batde. It was at 
this batde that Hooker obtained the tide of " Fighdng 
Joe Hooker.** Strange as it may seem to diose who 
admire him under that name, a dde that has given 
inspiration to his followers in many a fight, it never 
pleased Hooker himself. He felt that it reflected 
upon his candor, carefulness, and skill as a general 

Throughout the severe and discouraging marches 
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On6em and die bloody contests of die Peninsula, Hooker 
mainfainfd himself at the head of his division widi most 
consummate sUL For his gallantly at Williamsburg 
he was hi^^ily ccmimended by General Heintzdman. 
While Hooker was hard pressed, Kearny came forward 
widi his division, and then and there the Hooker and 
Kearny divisions foimed a friendshq) which was after- 
wards more strongly cemented in eveiy batde in v^ch 
die 5d corps was engaged. ^X^Diamsburg was a 
g^onous victory for our arms. The conduct of 
Hooker and his division at Fair Oaks, Seven Pines, 
Glendale, Mahrem HiD, and die ''Seven Days* Batde,** 
was highly commended by McQeDan. Hooker him* 
self always maintained that at that time McOdlan 
could have reached Richmond before die Confederate 
troops in Pope*s front could have prevented it, but 
McCUlan thou^t otherwise, and Hooker, as a faith- 
ful subordinate, buried his own opinions, obeyed his 
superior, and served him weL Before our army left 
Harrison's Landing, Hooker again begged McOeDan 
to march to Richmond, but a withdrawal was ordered. 
Hooker joined Pope, then in axnmand of the army 
of Virginia; the enemy had been between Pope and 
Washington ; Hooker and Kearny were in the battles 
of Manassas and ChantiOy and prevented Lee*s ad- 
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vance upon Washington. Hooker^ in recognition of ^^^'^'^ 
his gallant services, was now placed m command of 
the 1st coips and distinguished himself again, this time 
at the battle of South Mountain. The battle of An^ 
tietam followed, and here Hooker undertook the diffi^ 
cult task of leading the Federal right wing, which he 
did most gallantly. Throughout the severest of the 
fighting. Hooker seemed to be in every portion of his 
command at once. Always well to the front, there 
was no time when he was not actually under fire, 
riding back and forth upon his v^te horse, for which 
he was famous, that compact, handsome, soldierly figure 
was to his own men an inspiration, and for his enemies 
a shining mark, but it seemed as though no bullet 
could hit him, for die air was almost alive with them. 

Seeing a point of woods well to the front, which 
he determined to gain, he started forward mounted, 
when he was struck m the foot by a minie balL 
Three men were shot down by his side at the same 
time, and still he kept on, until, weak and fainting from 
loss of blood, he fell from his horse, not until, how- 
ever, he had given the final order, which carried die 
woods which he was seeking. 

To no man more than Hooker should be given the 
credit of the Antietam batde. Here, as at Williams- 
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Ontioo burg, his conduct so impressed his men that ever after 
his presence was an inspiration, and diey were ready 
to foDow him to the death. After a few weeks of 
patient suffering he was again able for active service. 
During his illness President Lincoln was a constant 
visitor by his side. 

McOeDan had now again been removed from die 
command of the Army of die Potomac, and Bumside 
was ordered to succeed him. He divided the army 
into what was known as three grand divisions of two 
corps each. At Fredericksburg these grand divisions 
were to be oxnmanded by Sunmer on die right. 
Hooker m the center, and Franklin on die left The 
center grand division was composed of the 3d corps 
under Stoneman, and the 5th under ButterfiekL At 
Fredericksburg the exigencies of die occasion were 
held by Bumside to justify the sliding of the 3d 
corps to die left wing, and the 5th corps into Fred- 
ericksburg to reinforce the right wing. Hooker, prac- 
tically bereft of his command, went in with the 5di 
corps. He did not believe it possible to carry Marye*s 
Heights by storm, and so stated to Bumside. Bum- 
side thought odierwise, and history has recorded die 
barren results of a brave, but foolhardy assault The 
troops were finally wididrawn from die right bank of 
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the Rappahannockt and Fredericksburg passed into his* 
tory as defeat for the Federals. A second attempt to 
move southward in the following winter, known as " The 
Mud Campaign,** added no lustre to die Army of the 
Potomac; in fact its results but intensified die piques 
and jealousies which already pervaded that hard-worked 
army, especially among die higher officers. The con^ 
dition of die Army of the Potomac, with its bicker^ 
ings and dissensions, had become intolerable both to 
Bumside and the President So exasperated was 
Bumside that he issued an order, subject to die ap^ 
proval of die President, dismissing three general officers 
and discharging from duty with the Army of the 
Potomac five odiers. The order was sent to die 
President by Bumside, with a request that it be ap^ 
proved or that his own resignation be accepted. The 
order was not approved, but Bumside*s resignation as 
commander of the Army of the Potomac was prompdy 
accepted. Then the President selected a new com- 
mander in the person of General Hooker, v^om he 
had always admired. Never was the magic influence 
of a single man more clearly shown than when Hooker 
assumed command of the Army of the Potomac The 
higher officers had such piques and quanels among 
themselves as never before or since undermined die 
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Hooker, who, with the aid of his indefatigable chief Ontioo 
of statf , General Butterfield, caused absentees to return* 
deserters to be punished, and a system of discipline 
hitherto unknown to be inaugurated. Each corps, 
division and brigade was designated by different badges 
and standards, so that their respective commanders 
could pick out their men in action or upon the marcL 
Next came the batde of Chancellorsville. Hooker de- 
termined to seek batde with the enemy upon the south 
side of the Rappahannock. 

This is no time or place to attempt to determine 
who was responsible for the disaster of Chancellors* 
ville. To revive such a discussion would only mten- 
ttfy a bitter controversy, which can bear no fruit 
The future histoiian must determine such questions as 
diese. All concede that Hooker as a corps com- 
mander was an ideal general, but many of his critics 
contend that he had not the capacity for the com- 
mand of an army. While allowing every man 
the fuU exercise of his own judgment and die free 
expression of his own opinion, I have never yet sub- 
scribed to this conclusion, but contend that, up to the 
time of Hooker*s accident at Chancellorsville, which 
practically disabled him from further command, he had 
done nothing which indicated that he might not have 
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Omim mKCoMkf bugHt out tbe bolde. t& odgjnal pbn 
ol camp t ii g n was piactkable* The cnonjr had not 
antici pa ted dial he wodd attempt to cid» two sodi 
nreff as die Rapidan and die RappahannodL Hooker 
coododed to dirow opoo Lee*s n^ wnig diree a»pa 
under Sedgwidc, at a point a few miles bdow Fred- 
eficksbtng, and to pndi a strong (oice across the Rap* 
pahannock at odier points. His inffntion vras^ after 
' crofsing die mer and having Fredencksburg between 
the two wings of his armyt to capture diat dtjr and 
emrdop Lee's armjr^ which, as he assimird, wouM be 
in his front He crossed die liver as arranged, at 
diflerent points, having three coips as his left wing 
and four as his ri^bt The very feet diat he was 
enabled to cross at so many different points demon- 
strates most clearly, although it has been denied, diat 
die enemy was not fuBy posted as to his movements. 
Sedgwick was progressing favorably, holding Lee at 
Fredericksburg, while Hooker was preparing to come 
down upon him from Chancellorsville. The batde 
opened in eamest on die 2d day of May, and with 
favorable prospects for die Federals. Suddenly there 
was discovered in our front and passing to our right 
a heavy column of the enemy*s troops. This was the 
famous flank movement of StonewaO Jackson. Sckles 
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was at once ordered to attack this column, which he Onuwo 
did with considerable success, but the column was 
not discovered early enough to actually enable our 
forces to succeed. Hooker always claimed to have 
s^it a dispatch to Howard on the right to be in 
readiness for Jackson*s attack, but Howard declared 
that he did not receive it seasonably. Suffice it to 
say that the attack was made on the right of the 
Federal Ime with all the vigor for which Stonewall 
Jackson and his men were famous. The flank was 
tumed, and what might have been die rout of the 
whole of that part of the army was prevented by the 
steadiness of one of Howard's divisions and his ar- 
tillery and the opportune arrival of our cavaliy, to- 
gether with die personal daring and efforts of General 
Howard himself, who, mounted, and holding an Amer- 
ican flag against his breast upon the side which 
had an empty sleeve, tried to keep back the wavering 
lines. The assault, while successful, so far weakened 
Jackson*s men that they were hardly in condition for 
an active movement immediately after. Here occurred 
what has been known as ''The Midnight Giaige.** 
A part of the 3d corps, which had attacked Jackson*s 
column as it advanced to our right, now tumed upon 
it, or a portion of it, after it had passed our right 
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Ontkm and struck our rear. In the darkness of the vi^U 
Jackson, finding his lines needed strengthening, was 
riding forward with a few of his staff to place A. 
P. Hill*s corps in position, when suddenly he fell 
from his horse, mortally wounded. It has never been 
definitely decided whedier the fatal shot came from 
his own men or our owil General John B. Gordon* 
a most distinguished Confederate officer, who gave us 
no end of trouble during die war and who has, ever 
since, by his tongue and pen, attempted to heal the 
wounds of the conflict, admits in a recent magazine 
article that there is still grave doubt as to \^ch troops 
fired the fatal shot Those of us who have often 
witnessed die daring and skill of Stonewall Jackson* 
and have since the war learned more of his manly 
and christian character, do not desire to press die 
claim that we were the means of his death. Up to 
the time of Jackson*s onslau^ Hooker had been suc- 
cessful The loss of the enemy exceeded his; Sedg- 
wick's movement on the left of the Une had been 
satisf actoiy ; our Imes had been reformed during die 
night After that, Stuart, who succeeded Jackson, 
abandoned the plan of doubling up our right and 
made his assaults in our immediate front We still 
gready outnumbered the enemy ; we had close at hand 
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two corps, aggregating 35,000 men, who had prao Omm 
tically not been engaged at all, but just at this time 
when it required the greatest skill of the commander, 
a most unfortunate accident happened to General 
Hooker. He had aheady sent an order to Sedg^ 
wick to march upon Chancellorsville, believing that 
he would reach the scene of action in time to 
cany the batde. Sedgwick, it is tme, did not reach 
the ChanceUorsviDe grounds within the time expected, 
but he finally captured Fredeiicksburg and carried the 
enemy's centre at Marye*s Heights, all prior to eleven 
o'clock the next morning. Hooker chaiged Sedgwick 
with tardiness, which claim was sustained by die 
Congressional Committee on the Conduct of the War. 
On the morning of the 3d of May General Hooker 
was standing on the steps of the portico of die Chan- 
cellorsville house, where he had his headquarters. 
The battle was then at its height The general was 
leaning against a pillar which was stmck by a solid 
shot, which split it in two, throwing one part against 
the general He was hurled to the ground insensible, 
and the rumor of his death flew like wildfire among 
the troops. To counteract the effects of this rumor 
the general persisted in mounting and riding along 
his lines. At no time after this accident was Hooker 
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Omaon gt to command; in fact, he should have absolutdy 
and finally turned the command over to General 
Couch, as he did for a few hours, but his hardy 
courage and persistent wiD would not allow him. On 
the night of die 4th a councO of war was hekL 
The river had been made dangerous by a rain stomi; 
rations were then not sufficient for more than a day*s 
fighting; but even at this late hour the situation was 
not gloomy enough to prevent a majority of a council 
of war voting to remain on the south side of the 
river. Hooker decided otherwise, and die river was 
recrossed. In his then mental and physical condition 
it was perhaps well that the army was withdrawn. 
It has been said that a greater general would not 
have allowed Lee to flank him, and yet we find that 
Hooker seasonably sent word to the right flank to 
prepare for this attack, and if our troops, when re- 
covering in a measure from the sudden onslaught, did 
finally succeed m checking Jackson*s pushing on further^ 
is it not reasonable to suppose diat, if they had been 
properly handled to the end, the disaster might have 
been prevented? There is no evidence diat Hooker 
was wanting in foresight, unless we might claim that 
he should have formed his army at a right angle on 
the right He did what is ever done, formed in the 
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face of the enemy ready to do him batde. When he Ora&m 
saw that a flank movement was attempted be took 
the same precautions that any other general would 
have taken. That he was bitterly criticised may per- 
haps have resulted from one great defect in his own 
character, and that was, his proneness to criticise 
others. He may have stirred up enmities which 
brought to him their bitter fruit Measured by losses 
in batde Chancellorsville was not so serious a disaster 
as one might suppose. The Union loss was a litde 
more than 17,000, while the Confederate loss was a 
litde more than 1 2,000 ; the proportion of loss accord- 
ing to the number of troops engaged was about the 
same in the Union and Confederate armies. 

One might have supposed that the result of Chan- 
cellorsville would have ended the career of Hooker 
as an army conmiander, but his staunch and stalwart 
friend. President Lincoln, who stood by him until he 
himself fell by the assassin*s hand, saw fit to continue 
him in conmiand of the Army of the Potomac, which 
had already suffered sufficiendy from the frequent 
changes in its commanders. Hooker, with that honest 
nature which was characteristic of him, admitted his 
failure at Chancellorsville, although he always denied 
the causes as given by others. He declared it as his 
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Oration purpose to retrieve the renown he had lost, and im- 
mediately prepared for another campaign. Within a 
few days after the Chancellorsville battle he asked 
permission of the President to attack again. His in- 
fantry had already been reduced by the discharge of 
nine months* and two years* men, and he asked for 
new regiments to take their places. This request was- 
n^ther refused nor granted. The President, howevetr 
discouraged an immediate movement 

At this time the morale of the Confederate army 
was at its best The northern papers had begun to 
attack the northern army. When it was discovered 
that there was an unusual activity in the G)nfederate 
army, Hooker, with that foresight which characterizes 
a great general, telegraphed the President that he 
believed the purpose of Lee was to again go Norths 
Hooker desired the privilege of attacking the enemy^ 
in the rear as soon as he might make his onward 
movement This plan the President disapproved, and». 
in conjunction with HaUeck, advised an attack in 
flank On the third of June the G>nfederates for the* 
second time turned their steps northward, and Hooker 
prepared to follow them. Fully realizing the necessity 
of having under his command all available troops, and, 
as he had already been promised those at Harper's 
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Feny, he lenewed his request for them. Hiese, to Ora&m 
the number of about 1 1 ,000, were withheld from him. 
Hooker knew veiy well that this action was brought 
about through the instrumentality of HaUeck, whose 
hostility to him had been demonstrated on other po 
casions, and felt that he would not be fully supported 
if the campaign should continue. Smarting under what 
he considered a broken promise and an act of gross 
injustice, he immediately tendered his resignation as 
commander of the Army of the Potomac. Its sub- 
sequent history, including the glorious victory at Gettys- 
burg, is too well known to be repeated here. While 
we give to Meade all possible credit, the campaign 
had been planned by Hooker; the troops had been 
forwarded just as Hooker directed, and when Hooker 
left the army his place alone was filled; the same 
staff continued to do duty at headquarters, and all 
the Retails of the campaign were carried out sub- 
stantially as already planned. It is touching to recall 
the fact that Hooker put forward but one request, 
and that was that he might be given, even under 
Meade who succeeded him, the command of the 
corps which Meade had to give up to take command 
of the army. Even this was denied him. His duty 
to his countiy and the instincts of a true soldier tri- 
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OntioB umphed over aO personal fedings which he must 
naturaDy have had* and he declared that it was far 
better to sacrifice one or aO of the generals in die 
army than to have a want of harmony among Aose 
to whom was entrusted the command and manage 
ment of the troops. He declared in a letter to the 
President that General Meade was a good officer and 
a brave man, and would command his army weD, 
and thus, sad and sorrowing but not defiant, this 
noble officer bade adieu to his companions-in-arms 
ynAk whom he had served, and many of whom he 
had led to glorious victoiy in some of die hardest 
fought batdes of the wan He left behind him an 
exanqJe of noble daring and lofty patriotism, and on 
the weary march and in the fierce contests subsequent 
to his removal the spint of Hooker was alwajrs with 
the men he had commanded. 

It would natural^ be supposed that the removal of 
Hooker from the Army of die Potomac would end 
his career as a soldier; diat both his own disappoint- 
ment and the irritation of the administration at his 
course would prevent his being tendered any furdier 
command of importance. Our Western troops at this 
time were in need of aid, and it was decided to send 
to Rosecrans, then operating in the vicinity of Chatta- 
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nooga, the Ilth and 12th corps, and in an almost Omioo 
incredibly short space of time these troops of veterans, 
with Hooker at their head, were transferred from Vir- 
ginia to Tennessee. The batde of Wauhatchie pro- 
claimed once more Hooker as a successful general. 
The grand old General Thomas — "The Rock of 
Chickamauga ** — declared that Hooker and his troops 
deserved great credit for their brilliant success in driv- 
ing the Confederate army from every position which 
they attacked. Soon after came the famous batdes of 
Lookout Mountain and Missionary Ridge. It was the 
intention to detach from Hooker a portion of his 
corps to participate in the general batde which was 
soon to occur, leaving to him only one division. 
Fortunately for Hooker and the country, a portion of 
the troops ordered out for the assault on Missionary 
Ridge were unable to cross the Tennessee on a 
bridge which had been laid for that purpose, and 
they thus fell under Hooker*s command. 

Fourteen hundred feet above the plain. Lookout 
Mountain raises its massive head and looks out over 
five different states. Like a sturdy sentinel its grand 
and lofty peaks stand out against the clear sky to 
guard the silent bivouac of the thousands who died 
almost at its very foot in the hard fighting of Chicka- 
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Oratioii mauga and Chattanooga, — Chickamauga, where the 
death roll exceeded that of Waterloo, and Oiatta- 
nooga where the greatest of American generalship 
and the dash and daring of American troops were 
shown to an astonished world. At the foot of the 
mountain and between it and Missionary Ridge is a 
level plain where lay the Federal army, panting like 
hounds in a leash to be let loose; G)nfederate sol- 
diers stretched along the tops and sides of the mountain 
and the ridge ready at a minute*s notice to hurl death 
into the assaulting column. It had been determmed 
to make an assault along the main line, but no one 
had dreamed of scaling the rugged sides of Lookout 
Mountain. 

Thomas, who knew the mettle of Hooker, got per- 
mission from Grant for Hooker to take two divisions 
besides his own and make what was named in 
the order as a '* demonstration ** upon Lookout Moun- 
tain, which in miKtary language would be a movement 
simply to divert the enemy while the general engage- 
ment was going on. Hooker*s ''demonstration** was 
something that had never been dreamed of by either 
the Federals or Confederates. The method of cany- 
ing out the ''demonstration** was wholty Hooker*s. 

Hooker with his three divisions moved around the 
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base of the mountain. Towering around their heads Omioft 
were rocks piled upon each other* leading, like a 
giant*s stairway* to the walls and pits of the plateau 
and palisades high above, these latter points being 
held by the G>nfederates against Hooker and his men, 
while the Federals had already placed a battery on 
Moccasin Bend, just opposite and within easy range, 
when suddenly a cloudy mist settled slowly down 
upon the plateau and enveloped the G>nfederates. 
Meanwhile, Hooker pushed on with his men, his pres« 
ence not being known even by the G>nfederates 
themselves, until the two lines were within a few 
yards of each other, when, with the boom of artillery 
and the pattering of the musket balls, the opposing 
forces fought each other in the clouded darkness, 
while old Lookout raised its head in the clear sl^ 
above and the troops below could see nodiing, could 
hear nothing, except the booming of the artillery and 
the rattle of small arms; but everybocty knew that a 
gallant fight was being made because Hooker and 
his men were Aere, but no one could dream what 
might be the result, and so the sun set upon a wait- 
ing and anxious army in the valley below. The ele- 
ments had conspired to make it a dreary and dismal 
night, and even the moon was in an edipse, as if to 
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Ontioii add to the wdrdness of the scene. When upon tbe 
rismg of the sun the next morning there appeared 
upcm the top of Lookout Mountain, against a clear 
sky, the victorious standards of Hooker, a shout went 
up from the plain below to die very heavens above, 
and ''with the sound of many voices** there was 
given to the painter and poet a scene such as was 
never before witnessed upon die continent, and, in the 
future ages, when the traveler shall feast his eyes 
upon the magnificent view from Lookout Mountain he 
win not need to be told, for he will already have 
read it, and will whisper reverent^ to himself, ''It was 
here that Hooker fought the batde above the clouds.** 
After the capture of Lookout Mountain, with the cap- 
ture of Missionaiy Ridge the next day, die rout of 
die enemy was complete. 

Time win not permit to fonow Hooker duouj^ aU 
the brilliant fighting in which he engaged in the 
Westem army, as a commander of die 20th corps. 
Afterward at Snake Creek he carried two strong re- 
doubts, and at Resaca, at die head of his corps, he 
again distinguished himself. At Peach Tree Creek, 
which was his last battle. Hooker rode up to a 
waveiing line and by words of cheer and encourage- 
ment turned it back upon the enemy, and the day 



104 



DEDICATION OF HOOKER STATUE 

was won. This battle had much to do in the for- Oradoo 
warding of the march to Atlanta. 

But here again was disappointment Hooker felt 
that in die advance upon die Confederates at Mis- 
sionary Ridge Sherman had been a litde slow in 
pushing forward his part of the line, and foolishly so 
expressed himself, a folly for which he was soon to 
pay the penalty. McPherson .had fallen and die 
Army of the Tennessee must have a new oHnmander. 
Hooker expected to be appointed. The President 
desired to have him appointed, but Sherman objected 
and prevailed. This too, after General Thomas had 
declared that the column under Major General Hooker 
'* deserved great credit for their brilliant success in 
driving the enemy from every position which they 
attacked,** and that **the bayonet charge up a steep 
and difficult hill, over 200 feet high, completely routing 
the enemy and driving him from his barricades on its 
top, win rank among the most distinguished feats of 
arms of this war.*' 

When Hooker failed of appointment to die com- 
mand of the Army of the Tennessee he asked to be 
relieved from duty, and in his letter said, *' justice and 
self-respect alike require my removal from an army 
in which rank and service are ignored.** 
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^^'■*** As Hooker rode away, upon being relieved, his 
old soldiers gathered about him, and bade him a sad 
farewell, as die tears streamed down cheeks which 
had never paled in the red line of batde. 

Soon after this he was placed in command of the 
Northern Department, widi headquarters at Detroit, but 
held no further command during the war. 

October 4, 1863, General Hooker was united in 
marriage with Miss Olivia Groesbeck, daughter of die 
late John H. Groesbeck of GncinnatL 

After die General*s health failed his wife went 
abroad with him, and it is said the cause of her own 
final sickness was her exertions in caring for him. 
She died at Watertown, N. Y., July 15, 1868. 

In 1867 General Hooker had a stroke of paralysis, 
resulting from his ChanceUorsviDe accident, and was 
finally retired from die service as a full major-gen- 
eral in the regular army. He never recovered from 
the paralytic shock, but ever afterwards was obliged 
to use a cane and be assisted by a servant when he 
went away from home. He died October 31, 1879, 
at Garden Gty^ N. Y., at the age of 64. 

General Gordon, a most gallant G>nfederate officer, 
says of Hooker that **he was one of the brilliant 
soldiers of die Union Army,** and that '*his move- 
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ment at Lookout Mountain through the dense under- Ontioo 
brushy up die rocky steeps and limestone ditfs was 
executed with celerity by die commander and his 
men. 

Hooker has been condemned for sensitiveness, but 
I will let him defend himself in his own words. In 
writing the Secretaiy of the Treasury* Chase, he said : 
**If my services in this rebellion do not merit reward 
they certainly have been such as should shield me 
from punishment Many of my juniors are in the 
exercise of independent commands, while I am here 
with more rank piled on top of me than a well man 
can stand up under, with a corporal*s guard for a 
command.** 

As an instance of General Hooker*s foresight, I 
point with pride to the fact that General Butteifield, 
that magnificent soldier who served so long as chief- 
of-staff in the Army of the Potomac, is authority for 
the statement that before the army crossed the Poto- 
mac to enter upon the Gettysburg campaign. Hooker, 
upon being criticised for not attempting to prevent 
Lee*s crossing the river, pointed out upon the map the 
very points at which he would cross and declared 
that the Confederate army would lepeat die tactics 
of the preceding year. **Why,** said Hooker, *' rather 
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^^'"'^ than prevent his crossing I would lay die bridges and 
present arms to his troops as they cross.** Hooker 
declared he must keep the enemy between himself 
and the range of mountains leading from the Potomac 
to the Get^sburg section, and would fight him in the 
vicinity of Gettysburg. '*If,** said he, '*Lee escapes 
with his army the country is entitled to it and should 
have my head for a football,** and to-day many loyal 
admirers of Meade himself believe that if Hooker had 
been conunander of the Army of the Potomac at die 
end of the three dajrs battle at Gett3rsburg, Lee 
would not have been allowed to leave on his south- 
ward march with his army intact 

After the batde of Antietam, McClellan wrote a 
private letter to Hooker in which he said, ''Had you 
not been wounded when you were, I believe the 
result of the battle would have been the entire de- 
struction of the rebel army; for I know that with 
you at its head, your corps would have kept on until 
it gained the main wall As a slight expression of 
what I think you merit, I have requested that the 
brigadier general*s commission rendered vacant by 
Mansfield*s death be given you.** General Hooker*8 
commission as brigadier general in the regular army 
bears die date of this letter. 
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General Sickles, the honored commander of our OmioB 
old 3d corps, has well described Hooker as being 
'*in conception, audacious, original and acute; in ex- 
ecution, energetic but prudent; severe in discipline but 
generous in praise; quick to recognize ability and 
merit in friend or foe/* 

The skill of the artist caimot be measured by a 
single merit or single defect of die picture. The 
sum-total of the good qualities and the sum-total of 
the bad must be weighed against each other, and so 
of human character. To condemn Hooker for a few 
glaring faults would be as unjust as to unduly elevate 
him for a few great virtues. 

It is with Hooker*s character as a general that we 
have to do. Many of his greatest faults were such 
as we find in all great soldiers. Was he ambitious? 
So was Alexander. Was he vain? So was Caesar. 
Was he impatient and persistent? So was Napoleon. 
As an organizer of troops he was the equal of Grant 
As a cool and farseeing strategist he certainly resem- 
bled Sherman. As a leader in an impetuous charge 
he wa; the equal of the fiery Sheridan. As a com- 
mander beloved and almost worshipped by his soldiers, 
he had no superior. Like Sickles and Howard, who 
honor us with their presence to-night, his wounds 
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On&Kk were received when he was at the veiy foreh'ont of 
the fighting. 

Had he something of vanity as to his dress and 
personal appearance? So had the great admiral. 
Nelson, when at Trafalgar he pinned upon his breast 
the medals he had won and said: *'In honor I won 
them and in honor I will die with them.** So had 
the EaA of Cardigan, when in ermine and fine laces 
he charged at the head of the ** gallant six hundred** 
at Balaklava. 

Hooker was at times a merciless critic, but read 
to-day his testimony given in 1863 before the G>n- 
gressional G>mmittee, and see how impartial histoiy 
has, since the clouds have cleared away, confirmed 
his opinions as to die great conflicts of the first two 
years of die war. 

Hooker loved his men and his men loved him. 
The affection of soldiers for their general is no mean 
test of the merits of the general himself. Pass through 
the rank and file of the Army of the Potomac to-day 
and as many of them as are alive will give you as 
just and accurate an opinion of the merits and de- 
merits of the various generals under whom they have 
served as any class of men with whom I have ac- 
quaintance. Measured by this standard, no one would 



no 



DEDICATION OF HOOKER STATUE 

rank higher than Hooker. His skill and braveiy were Ondon 
evident to all» but only those who knew him well had 
any idea of the extreme sensitiveness and tenderness 
of his nature. He was always sensitive — perhaps 
unduly so — as to anything which affected the good 
name of his command, whether it were a brigade, 
division, or the whole army. He rivalled in braveiy 
the young and fiery Kearny, who, as he rode along 
his lines with his bridle rem between his teeth, while 
he grasped his sword with one arm, the other having 
been shot away, had many a time come to the relief 
of Hooker. They had become the strongest of 
friends, yet this friendship, cemented under fire, came 
near an end because Hooker thought that on one 
occasion Kearny had not given due credit to Hook- 
er*s troops. 

When Hooker was ordered to a redoubt at 
Resaca, where other assaults had failed, and was 
asked as to the prospects of his success, he declared, 
'*I win capture that at any cost We are serving 
here, but we belong to die Army of the Potomac, 
and I owe that much to that army.** 

Those of you who served under the gallant Gen- 
eral Beny of Maine, who succeeded the brave 
Hooker as a division commander, will never forget 
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OtaAm t}ie tragic incident when Hooker, while the battle of 
Chancellorsville was at its height, rode along and saw 
by the roadside the dead body of Berry, who had 
fallen the victim of the deadly aim of a sharpshooter. 
Hooker dismounted, approached the dead general* 
knelt by his side and leaning over with tears in his 
eyes kissed his forehead and said: ^My God, Berry, 
why was the man in whom I relied so much to be 
taken away in this manner? In batde brave as a 
lion, yet when the chord of friendship was touched he 
became as tender as a woman. It was always thus, 

*The bravest are the tenderest, the loving are the daring.*** 

All countries in all ages have accorded a special 
honor to their soldier dead, and it has always ap- 
peared to me that it is most fitting that these honors 
should be paid at or near the home of the dead 
soldier. In the bloodiest scenes of carnage, in the 
prison, in the hospital or upon the blood-stained deck 
of the batdeship, the thoughts of the bravest turn 
lovingly toward home. Our soldiers at Mine Run 
when they were, as they supposed, about to start 
upon what might have been a fatal charge, pinned 
upon their manly breasts tiny bits of paper, upon 
which were written the name, rank and regiment of 
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« 

the wearer, in order that their dead bodies might not Ontkm 
fill nameless graves. 

I have often wondered whether, upon occasions 
Uke diis, the dead hero can look down upon us. 
The desire to be known after death is an instinct of 
our nature. Hooker, in his saddest moments, always 
declared that history would do him justice, and per- 
haps to-night he is looking thankfully on while these 
honors, the result of the love and devotion of his 
companions of the old 3d corps, are being paid 
to his sacred memory. We who served with him 
must soon pass away, but we hope to leave in the 
minds of those who come after us, as a token of our 
love and devotion, a lasting memory of one of the 
bravest and purest soldiers of that conflict which 
made us a nation and not a coUecticm of petty 
states. 

To-day the statue of General Hooker was unveiled 
by his grandnephew. The touching scene was rev- 
erently witnessed by the old soldiers of die great 
general. We who followed him in his life-time with 
undying love, and, since his death, have sought to 
keep green his memory, now publish to the world his 
good deeds, and confide to the good people of Massa- 
chusetts die sacred trust of perpetuating a name which 
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^>'''^ has for more than two hundred yean lepres^ited a 
pure Massachusetts lineage and will go down to pos« 
terity as one of the brightest jewek in the militaiy 
coronet of this grand old Commonwealth* 
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ADDRESS 

BY LIEUTENANT GENERAL NELSON A. MILES 

6 -=^ 



GOVERNOR BATES* INTRODUCTION OF 
GENERAL MILES 

\ V THEN General Mattocks had concluded, there were in- 
^^ sistent cries from the veterans for General Howard and 
General Miles. Governor Bates first introduced General 
Miles, saymg: 

*'I wiD not present him to you. You have introduced him 
younelves. Lieutenant General Miles.** 

The veterans rose as one man and cheered the general 
again and again as he stepped to the front of the platfbnn. 



116 



DEDICATION OF HOOKER STATUE 



ADDRESS 

BY LIEUTENANT GENERAL NELSON A. MILES 





tMRADES, I shall not attempt to say 
more than to indorse the excellent and 
eloquent words that have been uttered 
concerning that great commander* that heroic, chiv- 
alrous, brave patriot and soldier, General Hooker, 
whom we all loved and whom we all respected. 

It is certainly gratifying to me, a Massachusetts 
man, to come back to my old Commonwealth and 
listen to words of appreciation and tribute here, forty 
years after die achievements were made, the victories 
won by a son of Massachusetts. It convinces me 
that the spirit of heroism is not dead, but is as much 
alive in Massachusetts to-day as it was forty or even 
one hundred years ago. 

I have always been proud of my native State, 
but never more so than to-day, to see this tribute 
paid by the people of this Commonwealth to diose 
who fought for their country. 
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Addrwi Listening to the words of the orator this evening, 
I recaD one incident to which he has referred. I was 
seriously wounded at the battle of ChanceDorsviDe, 
and was carried into the house where Hooker had 
his headquarters. A shell struck the house and set it 
on fire, and every one realized tfiat the place had to 
be deserted. As the shell crashed dirough the house, 
one of the falling timbers struck General Hooker, 
knocking him down. As I was being carried out by 
two comrades, I saw General Hooker going from the 
other side of the building, limping, scarce^ able to 
walk, and with his clothes covered with dust And 
yet the hero was undaunted, and was endeavoring by 
his presence, by his act, and by his determination, to 
hold die position and to hold the confidence of the 
army. He was at that moment disabled, but was so 
heroic that he would not leave the field, and remained 
when others might have goae to the rear. I thank 
you for this cordial greeting and wish you eveiy 
happiness and prosperity. 
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ADDRESS 

BY MAJOR GENERAL O. O. HOWARD 

OF BURLINGTON, VERMONT 

& ^ 



GOVERNOR BATES' INTRODUCTION OF 
GENERAL HOWARD 

TV/HEN General M3es conchided, the cries for " Howardl** 
^^ "Howard!** were reaewecL "There are lots of com- 
manden here to-ni^t,** said Governor Bates, "and there 
seems to be a great many among the audience. It is a 
pleasure, in obedience to your command, to ask the one who 
comes from Fair Oaks, vfhere he left an arm, one who comes 
from Gettysburg, where he was in command on the first day 
of that fi^t, to say a word to you — one of the last surviving 
division commanden of the Union army, — General O. O. 
Howard.** 
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ADDRESS 

BY MAJOR GENERAL O. O. HOWARD 

OF BURLINGTON, VERMONT 





lOMRADES, this is the first time since 
die great war that I have Ustened to 
a review of the military career of Gen- 
eral Joseph Hooker. And I have thought how 
thoroughly just and yet generous has been that review. 
Our friend, the general, who has just spoken to us, 
has said that history will do justice. That lecture we 
have heard to-night will be a part of the history 
of General Hooker. I should Uke to see a thor- 
ough biography of him written, and he will have 
the palm as the General of Massachusetts in die war 
for the Union, and I believe that the same conclusion 
would be arrived at as I came to long ago, that 
there was no general on our side who was perfect in 
all things. There was no general that was above 
criticism. 

I loved McClellan. But, comrades, whether right 
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Mdttm or wrong, I love his memory to-day as I did then. 
I myself think diat Robert Lee was the greater 
general of the two. And I want to say» even if 
you go into the minutiae of criticism, you will find 
that Robert Lee and Stonewall Jackson were more 
to blame for ChanceDorsville than anyone else. 

General Hooker was a Brilliant figure, and I served 
under him all the time and eveiy moment with 
loyalty. I served under General Meade, and he 
had the same loyal heart that Hooker had. I 
don t think it necessary for us to give improper 
criticism at this day to the detriment of any of our 
leading generals who went forth and did the best 
they could. 

General Sickles, who always supported General 
Hooker, did at Gettysburg a wonderful thing — 
the same thing that Wellington did at Waterloo 
— put out a force in front of his line to hold 
on, and that holding on probably saved us the 
fiekL 

Whether anybody else at Williamsport, except 
Meade, would have allowed Lee to cross the 
river or not I do not know. But in my foolish- 
ness I do believe that divine Providence intended 
diat he should cross the river, that the Confederacy 
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was not yet rotten enough to go to pieces, that it Addre» 
needed Grant and Shennan and the rest to complete 
the job. 

But» when it is all done, I am glad to see iq> 
there by the grand old State House a monument that 
is a worthy one of one of the finest soldiers, one of 
the handsomest men that used to stand before us 
with no fear of the enemy*s bullets. 
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ADDRESS 

BY MAJOR GENERAL THOMAS L. ROSSER 

, OF CBARLOTTESTaLE, VIRGIRU 

^ ^ 



GOVERNOR BATES' INTRODUCTION OF 
GENERAL ROSSER 

OICKLESf" "Sickles!** called the veterans, when the ap- 
^^ plause had subsided. "We want Sickles!** "I very 
much regret,** said Governor Bates, "that General Sickles is 
not present Wearied by the woric of die day, temporarify 
indi^xMed, he was unable to be here this evening. But I 
want to introduce to you one of the men who fou^t you, 
and who is now your friend. This is a reunited country, and 
it is with great pleasure that I present to the veterans of the 
Union army Major General Rosser of the confederate army.** 
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ADDRESS 

BY MAJOR GENERAL THOMAS L. ROSSER 

OF CHARLOTTESVILLE, VIRGINU 




O 





HAVE never confronted so many Yankees 
in my life. And I feel that I ought to 
throw up my hands and surrender. It is 
a great treat for me to be with you, and no man 
could have been with us to-day who would not be 
proud that he belonged to the United States of 
America. I don*t pxide myself that I am a Virginian. 
But I thank God that I am an American. And as 
an American I stand here to-night to tell you how 
proud I am that I can feel this way. 

There are many things to say about Hooker, 
Lee, Stonewall Jackson and many other generals. 
But no man can say anything that will suit me ex- 
cept to say that the private soldier did his duty and 
won the greatest victoiy on earth. The private 
soldier saved this nation, and brought us under this 
great flag. The man who will say that he wishes 
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^^^^'^ the South had won is either a fool or a hypocrite. 
I thank God that the South did not win. And when 
you talk about your great generals — God Almighty 
was the general who brought this about» and diere was 
no man who commanded the troops who was as 
great as the troops themselves. 

Forty years ago, the amiies of the North and the 
amiies of the South confronted each other in fierce 
and bloody grapple in the jungles of the Wilderness 
about Chancellorsvillet Virginia. The great man whose 
memoiy we are honoring here to-day commanded one 
of these opposing hosts. These gallant old veterans 
who now confront me, and who marched with us 
to-day, were there. They heard war*s thunders 
wake along the Potomac, in the Wilderness, on the 
James and the Appomattox, and after seeing Hope*s 
promise shine on Gloiy*s face at Gett^burg, they 
struggled on to its glorious fulfillment at Appomattox 
Court House. This was the Army of the Potomac, 
the greatest army ever marshaled on the Western 
Hemisphere. Its many commanders were failures, and 
new ones one after another were tried, and until 
Grant came no one had been found who was big 
enough to handle this great army. 

For the want of a proper leader it was often 
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halted in its onward march to Richmond; it was often AMnm 
turned back, but it was never defeated* and finally, 
on the field of Appomattox it captured its great 
opposing army, with its immortal commander. Robert 
EL Lee. and furled forever the banner of the Stany 
Cross of secession and disunion. 

Now the armies of Hooker. Grant and Sherman, 
reinforced by the armies of Robert EL Lee. Stone* 
wall Jackson and Jo Johnson are marching shoulder 
to shoulder, and boot to boot, under the glorious 
banner of Liberty and to the music of the spheres, 
winning the victories of Peace. Prosperity and Happi- 
ness for all mankind. 

In conclusion, let me add. that I was the first rebel 
general who called on General Grant when he was 
dying, and the only rebel general who has marched 
in a procession to unveil a monument to a Union 
soldier. 
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